Summary of what St. Thomas Aquinas says about purgatory:
St. Thomas Aquinas believed that purgatory is a place of cleansing for believers who die with sin in their souls. He described purgatory as having two types of pain:
· Pain of loss: The delay of the Beatific Vision
· Pain of sense: Punishment by fire
· Pain of purgatory is greater than pain of life: Aquinas believed that the least pain of purgatory is greater than the greatest pain of life. He explained that the more a person desires something, the more painful it is to be absent from it.
· Purgatory's fire is the same as hell's fire: Aquinas believed that the fire of purgatory is the same as the fire of hell, but the damned are consigned to a lower place because they are of lower merit.
· Souls in purgatory are not tormented by demons: Aquinas believed that souls in purgatory are not tormented by demons because they have resisted demonic temptation in life.
· Prayers for the dead are acceptable to God: Aquinas believed that prayers for the dead are acceptable to God because the dead need them and cannot help themselves.
· The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the most effective way to help souls in purgatory: Aquinas believed that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the most effective way to help souls in purgatory.
